382	A- HISTORY   OF   THE   BORGIAS
(y) Don Cesare Borgia, was a Knight Commander
of the Order of St. John of Jerusalem of Malta
in 1703:l
(S) Don Alessandro Borgia, born 1682, studied
with his brother Don Fabrizio under their unde
Canon Giampaolo; won the laurel wreath of the
Archgymnasium of Sapienza at Rome; in 1706,
was attached to the Secret Nunciature of Mdn-
signor Bussi at Cologne;2 in 1716, became
Bishop of Nocera, and in 1723, Prince-Arch-
bishop of Fermo. [In Museum Mazsuchelliana
(Tom. II. Tab. CXCIV, p. 382-3) there is an
engraving of a medal of this prince-archbishop,
which was struck to commemorate the consecra-
tion by him of his nephew, (the son of one of his
sisters whose name remains to be discovered,)
Don Pierpaolo Leonardi, as Prince-Bishop of
Ascoli. The obverse of the medal shews three
bishops sitting and one kneeling, with the legend
A. borgia archiep. et princeps fermanus
P. paulum leonardum ep. et prin. Ascu-*
1	The Order of Malta, or of St. John of Jerusalem, was founded
by Don Gerardo di Martiquez di Provenza, warden of the Hospital
of St John Baptist for Pilgrims, in 1098. The Hospitallers were
dedicated to the service of the poor; and wore a black habit, with an
eight-pointed Maltese Cross, in white, on the breast. They took
vows of poverty, chastity and obedience. The Regular Foundation
was delayed till 1104 when Baldwin I was .king in Jerusalem. The
Rule was that of St. Aurelius Augustine; and the Order was finally
confirmed by the Bull of the Lord Paschal P.P. II in 1113. Its Con-
stitution admitted of Knights of Honour and Brothers of Devotion;
the former swore to defend the Faith against all enemies, the latter
to minister to pilgrims and afflicted. There were two badges, a cross
of six points in gold enamelled white, and a crowned cross of eight
points of the same, worn on a black riband. The Order had a
Priory in London before the Reformation—St. John of Jerusalem
in Clerkenwell—whose original gate and crypt may yet be seen.
The present soi-disant Order which occupies this Priory has yet to
shew authority for its existence.
2	P. E. Cav. Visconti in Tipaldo.

